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About Us

Respect for their land and animals is the guiding
principle that ensures Goondicum Pastoral Co
produces grassfed EU-accredited Brangus beef
cattle of the highest quality.

Owners Robert and Nadia Campbell are passionate
about raising cattle in a low-stress, natural
environment that produces hormone-free beef
enjoyed around the world. Their brand BC4 — Beef &
Conservation For The Future — captures the ethos of
the historic Goondicum Pastoral Co.

The company is centred on historic Goondicum
Station, which sits on 7000ha of prime land at the
head of the Burnett River, near Monto in central
Queensland. The Campbells have farmed the

land since the 1860s but Goondicum is also a rare
surviving link to our planet’s earliest days. The
Goondicum Crater, a prehistoric volcano, occupies
nearly half of the property, giving it a unique geology
and ecosystem that thrives on rich soil and above-
average rainfall. Today, thanks to the Campbell
family’s responsible stewardship, Goondicum is also
home to an abundance of wildlife, including some of
Queensland’s endangered and vulnerable species.

The commercial imperative driving Goondicum
Station is that paddocks with trees grow better-quality
feed grasses than land that has been cleared. Better

grass means improved nutrition, healthier cattle and
increased profit margins. Increased profit enables the
Campbells to re-invest in the land and conservation.

Trees also play a vital role in producing high-quality
beef. Natural woodlands offer animals refuge from
sun and rain, prevent erosion and attract the wildlife
that leads to an all-round healthier environment.

Low stress leads to the high quality of the 100%
grassfed EU-accredited Brangus cattle produced

by Goondicum Pastoral Co. Brangus bulls and

their offspring have thrived in Goondicum Station’s
favourable conditions since being introduced in the
late 1990s. There’s no need for growth hormones.

Stress unquestionably affects the quality of beef
produced and Goondicum operates on the basis
that working and mustering cattle “takes as long as it
takes”. Noise levels are key to keeping cattle stress-
free so there are no motorbikes, barking dogs or
helicopters.

This unique approach produces beef that’s hormone-
free and 100% grassfed EU-accredited. As well as

bringing a smile to the face of Aussie diners, As well
as bringing a smile to the face of Aussie diners, major
markets for Goondicum beef include the EU and
Australia's premium international markets




Our History

The Campbell family have owned and
operated Goondicum since the 1860s.

In its earliest days Goondicum was grazed by
7000 head of sheep, tended by at least seven
Chinese shepherds. The remnants of original
sheep yards still stand near the homestead
today. In the early years of the 20th century,
Thomas and Eric Campbell pioneered the
farming of beef cattle, replacing the sheep
with Hereford and Short Horn cattle.

In the 1920s and ‘30s, Goondicum was still
pastoral leasehold. The poor environmental
attitudes widespread in the day required that
all the trees on leasehold land be ringbarked.
This resulted in most of the land within the
Goondicum crater being ringbarked and the
timber and vegetation was stripped.

Decades on the land at Goondicum made

the Campbells realise how this mindset was
short-sighted and uneconomical. In 1957, Rob’s
parents, Bruce and Roseanne Campbell (now
deceased) moved to Goondicum, bringing
their vision for an environmentally sustainable
beef business.

These aerials, to the right, from 1957
shows how bare and cleared the land
was in Goondicum crater in 1957 and a
comparison to regenerated coverage in
2017. Images courtesy of Qlmagery mid
1950s.
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Early Change 1950’s

Early moves toward co-existence grazing and
regenerative agriculture 1950’s

In the 50’s the remnants of some of the ringbarked timber (from
the 20" and 30’s) indicated that the original forest had actually
been relatively healthy and productive. Bruce Campbell
looked at how to increase the environmental health and also
the economic viability of the property. He believed that native
forests could help in achieving these two objectives.

Bruce was familiar with the work of Richard St Barbe

Baker (9 October 1889 — 9 June 1982) the English forester,
environmental activist and author, who has contributed greatly
to worldwide reforestation efforts. Baker advocated vegetation
retention and strategic vegetation, and realised through
observation that deforestation, resulting from the removal

of trees without sufficient reforestation, results in soil-loss
problems, declines in habitat and biodiversity, declines in
availability of wood for fuel and industrial use, and reduction
in quality of life. Bruce made a decision in the 1950’s to return
vast areas of Goondicum to native forest. It was extraordinarily
far-sighted for the time and the era (and admittedly, was

met with some scepticism) but it has in fact proved a superb
business model.

Today Goondicum is reaping the rewards of healthy soils and
native grass pastures, increased wildlife and wildlife habitat, as
well as the financial benefits that flow directly from commercial
timber.

Bruce impressed on his son, Robert, that each generation
must strive to leave the land in better condition than when
they started working on it. And so today, Rob and Nadia, and
all of the team at Goondicum are proudly trying to enhance
that legacy by adopting and constantly refining sustainable
and regenerative grazing practices. In particular, Goondicum
is proud to continue developing strategies for profitable and
wildlife friendly grazing.
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Commercial Benefits

Co-existence grazing and regenerative The other benefits Goondicum have observed over
agriculture at Goondicum the last 60 years are, that trees:

Goondicum is more profitable now than at any time Reduce the wind impact on its land.
in its history and we believe this is a result of the
regenerative and co-existence grazing procedures it

uses. - Sequester the carbon.

Provide temperature variations.

Co-existence grazing and regenerative agriculture,
and especially the preservation and integration of
native trees into Goondicum’s grazing operation has
been directly linked to its commercial viability.

Have proven to be an effective way to reduce
weeds (less reliance on herbicide).

Reduces evaporation resulting in less watering.

Keeps soil temperatures cooler in summer and

At Goondicum, pasture output has shown to increase .
warmer in winter.

with the shade from trees that reduces heat stress on
ground cover. Goondicum has found that paddocks Protects the soil surface from the compacting
with trees have grown better quality native feed effect of rain.

grasses than land that has been cleared.

Better quality grass provides higher nutrition for
cattle and ultimately ensures Goondicum is able to
produce healthier cattle and produce high quality
beef. High quality beef has resulted in better profits
and in turn, this has allowed Goondicum to reinvest

. These cattle are a sought-after item that,
more in the land.

year in and year out, meet with strong

We’re running less cattle now than we were 25 years ago, and the
profit is better. Even if the market was reduced, the profit line is still
better. Because we don’t have the wear and tear on our country
and the idea is to sustain the use of this land for as long as we can.

Rob Campbell

Organic leaf fall results in the soil benefiting
from the addition of nutrients as the mulch
decomposes. This helps create good soil
structure as it greatly increases the biological
activity in the soil (especially earthworms and
other beneficial microbes).

Eucalyptus mulch is particularly beneficial
in native areas because it promotes the
development of micro-organisms in the soil
which enhance plant health.

- Organic matter from the trees decomposes over
time and this benefits the soil by the addition of
nutrients, especially nitrogen.

demand that is reflected in the prices they
achieve. This is due to a combination
of factors, including their temperament,
composition and quality. These traits are a
credit to Robert and Nadia and a result of
the quality of the country in which they are
raised and the way they are handled.

Gary Wendt
Livestock Manager &

RayWhite Auctioneer




Co-existence grazing and regenerative
agriculture at Goondicum

Today Goondicum remains focussed on reducing
its environmental footprint while enhancing these
regenerative practises.

The compounding effect of this work at
Goondicum during the past 60 years has been
to return, preserve and manage vast swaths of
native forest and this means a unique array of
native plants and animals now live in harmony
with a profitable grazing enterprise, including
some endangered and vulnerable wildlife species.
The property now boasts an extensive range of
eucalypt varieties — blue gum, lemon-scented
gum, spotted gum, honey gum and peppermint
gum to name just a few. These provide a

high volume of koala food and habitat which
Goondicum is very proud to showcase.

Goondicum has fostered relationships with both
local and international students who come to
observe and learn about these habitats.

Goondicum have and continue to conserve large
stands of mountain oak (casuarina) and this is the
primary food source and shelter for Australia’s
endangered Glossy Black Cockatoos.

Rocky outcrops and herbage along the river
gorges provide habitat and food for the vulnerable
Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby, of which there are

at least seven known colonies on Goondicum
Station. Goondicum preserves and manages
theses areas for predation control.

Goondicum remains focussed on ecological
research into the array of wildlife and habitat for
a range of species and believes the more it can
understand, the better it can protect.

Learning in the field. Students from LaSalle, France - training in
research methods DBH and Koala habitat

Endangered Glossy Black Cockatoos feeding on mountain oak
(casuarina) trees at Goondicum. These trees are conserved by
the Campbell’s, as they are the primary habitat and food source
for this endangered bird

Vulnerable Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby at Burnett River Gorge,

Goondicum, QLD. This species is now listed as threatened in NSW




Commitment to the Future

The world’s demand for protein is ever increasing

and graziers are under pressure to provide food to a
growing global population. But graziers are also under
pressure to balance this demand with pressures to
protect, fix and renew natural resources — bearing

in mind that their own livelihood depends on these
management techniques.

After nearly 160 years of mistakes and successes,
Goondicum believes it can share some lessons
learned. At Goondicum, during drought, destocking
preserves breeders and younger cattle, and ensures
adequate feed for the remaining animals.

Goondicum’s other key approaches to tackle some
challenges include:

To keep feed grasses at peak quality, Goondicum
employ lower stocking rates to reduce the stress on
the land.

+  Select paddocks are spelled to allow native
pastures to regenerate and seed.

- Raising hormone-free beef cattle, which is 100%
grassfed.

- Mustering using horses, causing less stress on
animals and decreasing the reliance on fuels.

+ Using cool fires to disrupt the breeding cycle
of parasites and encourage regrowth of native
grasses.

-+ Installing more than 165km of internal and
boundary firebreaks to protect against wildfires (of
which we have seen an increase) and manage our
controlled cool burns.

+ Moving watering points away from riparian zones
to reduce impact and damage on these areas.

+ Implementing strict Biosecurity and pest
management regimes to control pests and weeds.

- Ensuring plenty of shade from trees to reduce heat
stress on animals, as well as provide ground cover.

- Selecting native riparian vegetation to control
erosion.

- Certain paddocks are spelled months ahead of
weaning to ensure there is plenty of fresh feed for
growing animals.

- Selectively thinning vegetation growth.

The results of years of practical landcare at
Goondicum speak for themselves.

The land is not bare paddocks nor impenetrable
rainforest, but a healthy balance of eucalypt
woodlands — an environment where we are seeing
beef cattle thrive and co-exist alongside native flora
and fauna, food trees and habitat.

Goondicum has a class A rating on the Grazing Land
Scale, i.e. it’s capacity on land to respond to rain and
produce useful pasture.

The three components of land condition are:

1. Soil condition
2. Pasture condition

3. Woodland condition (where trees and pasture
coexist).

Although the term regenerative agriculture may not
have been around 60 years ago, the concepts and
methods that were implemented at that time at
Goondicum were certainly premised on what now
may be broadly referred to as regenerative agriculture.
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Koala being rehabilitated at Goondicum, 2017

Goondicum was ahead of its time in its efforts to co-
exist with our native flora and fauna, and today we
can see the rewards of those early efforts.

Today, Goondicum believes that this commitment
to the environment was not only right morally, it
was right financially.

Goondicum appreciates the vast variety of land used
for farming and grazing in Australia and overseas,
and therefore not all of its practices may be suitable
for other beef production areas. However, the key
concepts and focus of Goondicum’s approach (and
lessons learned over nearly 160 years for better or
for worse) may have something to offer every farmer
and grazier. Underpinning many of the regenerative
agricultural methods at Goondicum, is the concept of
agroecology, learning how the ecological processes
can be applied to beef production systems.

By bringing ecological principles to bear in
agroecosystems, the agricultural industry may be able
to learn new ways to be sustainable and profitable
and also help tackle the challenges of managing the
land in a world where, protecting, fixing and renewing
natural resources will be the only way to meet the
ever growing demands to provide protein to the
world.

It’s coexistence or no existence.

Bertrand Russell
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